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ST.  JOSEPH,  PATRON  OF  THE 
UNIVERSAL  CHURCH* 


“As  God  appointed  Joseph,  son  of  the  Pat¬ 
riarch  Jacob,  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  to 
store  up  corn  for  the  people,  so  when  the  full¬ 
ness  of  time  was  come,  and  He  was  about  to 
send  on  earth  His  Only-Begotten  Son,  the 
Saviour  of  the  World,  He  chose  another 
Joseph,  of  whom  the  first  Joseph  had  been 
the  type,  and  made  him  Lord  and  Ruler  of 
His  household  and  possession,  and  Guardian 
of  His  greatest  treasures.  And  Joseph  es¬ 
poused  the  Immaculate  Virgin  Mary,  of  whom 
was  born  by  the  Holy  Ghost  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  Who  deigned  to  be  reputed  before  men 
the  Son  of  Joseph,  and  was  subject  to  him. 
Our  Lord,  indeed,  Whom  so  many  kings  and 
prophets  desired  to  see,  Joseph  not  only  saw, 
but  abode  with,  and  embraced  with  paternal 
affection,  and  kissed — yea,  most  sedulously 
nurtured — Him  Whom  the  faithful  should  re¬ 
ceive  as  the  Bread  come  down  from  Heaven 
that  they  might  have  Eternal  Life.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  this  sublime  dignity  which  God  con¬ 
ferred  on  His  most  faithful  Servant,  the 
Church  has  always  most  highly  honored  and 
lauded  the  Most  Blessed  Joseph  next  after 
his  Spouse  the  Virgin-Mother  of  God,  and 
has  implored  his  intercession  in  all  her  great 
necessities.” 


*  From  the  Decree  of  Pius  IX,  in  1870,  de¬ 
claring  St.  Joseph  Patron  of  the  Universal 
Church. 
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“I  do  not  remember,”  says  St.  Teresa,  “ever 
to  have  asked  anything  of  St.  Joseph,  until 
this  moment,  which  he  did  not  obtain  for  me. 
One  would  be  astonished,  were  I  to  tell  of  all 
the  numberless  graces  which  God  has  granted 
me  by  the  intercession  of  this  Saint,  and  of 
the  perils,  both  of  body  and  soul,  from  which 
he  has  delivered  me.  It  seems  to  be  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  other  Saints  to  assist  us  in  some  par¬ 
ticular  necessities,  but  experience  proves  that 
this  Saint  assists  us  in  all,  as  if  by  this  the 
Lord  would  have  us  understand  that  He  was 
pleased  to  be  subject  to  St.  Joseph  while  on 
earth,  so  He  is  resolved  to  grant  all  his  re¬ 
quests  in  Heaven.  This  is  what  other  persons 
have  proved,  to  whom  I  have  given  counsel 
to  recommend  themselves  to  him.  Such  is  the 
long  experience  I  have  of  the  great  favors 
which  he  obtains  from  God,  that  I  would  glad¬ 
ly  persuade  the  whole  world  to  be  devout  to 
this  Saint.  I  have  never  known  any  one  that 
rendered  some  special  homage  to  him,  who  has 
not  made  manifest  progress  in  virtue.  For 
several  years  I  have  been  accustomed  to  ask 
some  favor  of  him  on  the  day  of  his  festival, 
and  always  I  perceived  that  I  have  been  heard. 
If  any  one  does  not  believe  it,  I  beg  of  him, 
for  the  love  of  God,  to  make  the  experiment. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  know  how  any  one  can 
think  of  the  Queen  of  Angels  and  of  the  care 
which  she  took  of  Jesus  in  His  childhood, 
without  thanking  St.  Joseph  for  the  succor 
he  gave,  during  this  time,  to  both  Mother  and 
Son.” — Life  of  St.  Teresa,  ch.  vi. 


PRAYERS  for  the  NOYENA  to  SAINT  JOSEPH 

Priest:  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

People :  Amen. 

Priest:  Thou,  O  Ford,  wilt  open  my  lips. 

People:  And  my  mouth  shall  announce 
Thy  praise. 

Priest:  Incline  unto  my  aid,  O  God. 

People :  O  Ford,  make  haste  to  help  me. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to 
the  Son  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 

People :  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now,  and  ever  shall  be ;  world  with¬ 
out  end.  Amen. 

LET  US  PRAY 

Priest  and  People:  O  glorious  St.  Joseph, 
faithful  follower  of  Tesus  Christ,  to 
thee  do  we  raise  our  hearts  and 
hands  to  implore  thy  powerful  inter¬ 
cession  in  obtaining  from  the  benign 
heart  of  Jesus  all  the  helps  and  graces 
necessary  for  our  spiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral  welfare,  particularly  the  grace 
of  a  happy  death,  and  the  special 
favor  we  now  implore.  (Here  make 
your  intentions.) 

O  guardian  of  the  Word  Incarnate,  we 

feel  animated  with  confidence  that  thy 
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prayers  in  our  behalf  will  be  graciously 
heard  before  the  throne  of  God. 

THE  CHAPLET  OF  ST.  JOSEPH 

It  is  composed  of  sixty  beads  in  honor  of  the 
sixty  years  St.  Joseph  lived  upon  earth,  and  is 
divided  into  fifteen  parts,  each  consisting'  of  one 
white  and  three  blue  beads.  The  white  beads 
signify  St.  Joseph’s  purity;  the  blue,  his  saintly 
piety.  On  each  of  the  white  beads  a  mystery  of 
the  Rosary  is  considered  and  the  following 
prayer  said: 

Priest:  Hail  Mary,  full  of  grace,  the  Lord  is 

with  thee,  blessed  are  thou  among  women, 
and  blessed  is  the  fruit  of  thy  womb,  Jesus. 

People:  Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God,  pray  for  us 
sinners,  now  and  at  the  hour  of  our  death. 
Amen. 

On  the  blue  beads  is  said: 

Priest  ami  People:  Praised  and  blessed  be  Jesus, 
Mary  and  Joseph. 

Finish  the  Chaplet  with  the  following 
prayer: 

Priest:  Pray  for  us,  O  holy  St.  Joseph. 

People:  That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the 

promises  of  Christ. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray: 

O  God,  Who  hast  predestined  St.  Joseph  from 
all  eternity  for  the  service  of  Thine  eternal  Son 
and  His  Blessed  Mother,  and  made  him  worthy 
to  be  the  spouse  of  this  blessed  Virgin  and  the 
foster-father  of  Thy  Son;  we  beseech  Thee, 
through  all  the  services  he  has  rendered  to  Jesus 
and  Mary  on  earth,  that  Thou  wouldst  make  us 
worthy  of  his  intercession  and  grant  us  to  en¬ 
joy  the  happiness  of  his  company  in  heaven. 
Through  Christ,  Our  Lord.  Amen. 

HYMN 

Dear  Guardian  of  Mary!  fond  guide  of 
her  Child! 

Life’s  ways  are  full  weary,  the  desert  is 
wild ; 
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Bleak  sands  are  all  ’round  us,  no  home 
can  we  see ; 

Sweet  Spouse  of  our  Lady !  we  lean 
upon  thee. 

For  thou  to  the  pilgrim  art  Father  and 
Guide, 

And  Jesus  and  Mary  felt  safe  at  thy 
side ; 

Ah,  blessed  Saint  Joseph !  how  safe 
should  I  be, 

Sweet  Spouse  of  our  Lady !  if  thou  wert 
with  me ! 

O  blessed  Saint  Joseph !  how  great  was 
thy  worth, 

The  one  chosen  shadow  of  God  upon 
earth. 

The  Father  of  Jesus — ah,  then  wilt  thou 
be, 

Sweet  Spouse  of  our  Lady !  a  father  to 
me  ? 

When  the  treasures  of  God  were  unshel¬ 
tered  on  earth, 

Safe  keeping  was  found  for  them  both 
in  thy  worth ; 

O  Father  of  Jesus,  be  father  to  me, 

Sweet  Spouse  of  Our  Lady !  and  I  will 
love  thee. 

God  chose  thee  for  Jesus  and  Mary,  wilt 
thou 

Forgive  a  poor  exile  for  choosing  thee 
now? 
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There’s  no  saint  in  heaven,  St.  Joseph, 
like  thee; 

Sweet  Spouse  of  our  Lady !  ah,  deign  to 
love  me ! 

LITANY  OF  ST.  JOSEPH 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Christ,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Christ  hear  us. 

Christ,  graciously  hear  us. 

God,  the  Father  of  Heaven,  have  mercy 
on  us. 

God,  the  Son,  Redeemer  of  the  world, 
have  mercy  on  us. 

God,  the  Holy  Ghost,  have  meicy  on  us. 
Holy  Trinity,  one  God,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Holy  Mary, 

Holy  Joseph, 

Noble  scion  of  David, 

Light  of  the  patriarchs, 

Spouse  of  the  Mother  of  God, 

Chaste  guardian  of  the  Virgin, 
Foster-father  of  the  Son  of  God,  \ 
Sedulous  defender  of  Christ, 

Head  of  the  Holy  Family, 

Joseph  most  just, 

Joseph  most  chaste, 

Joseph  most  prudent, 

Joseph  most  valiant,  J 
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PRAY  FOR  ITS. 


Joseph  most  obedient, 

Joseph  most  faithful, 

Mirror  of  patience, 

Lover  of  poverty, 

Model  of  workers, 

Ornament  of  domestic  life, 

Protector  of  virgins, 

Pillar  of  families, 

Consolation  of  the  afflicted, 

Hope  of  the  sick, 

Patron  of  the  dying, 

Terror  of  the  demons, 

Protector  of  Holy  Church, 

Lamb  of  God,  Who  takest  away  the 
sins  of  the  world,  spare  us,  O  Lord! 

Lamb  of  God,  Who  takest  away  the 
sins  of  the  world,  graciously  hear  us,  O 
Lord ! 

Lamb  of  God,  Who  takest  away  the 
sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  on  us. 
Priest :  He  made  him  master  of  His  house. 
People:  And  ruler  of  all  His  possessions. 

LET  US  PRAY 

O  God,  Who  in  Thy  ineffable  provi¬ 
dence  didst  vouchsafe  to  choose  blessed 
Joseph  to  be  the  spouse  of  Thy  most 
holy  Mother;  grant,  we  beseech  Thee, 
that  we  may  have  him  whom  we  vener¬ 
ate  as  our  protector  on  earth,  as  our  in- 

9 


i  ■  □ 

i  # 

I  * 

k  v 

o 

a 

U1 


J 


terccssor  in  heaven.  Who  livest  and 
reignest  forever  and  ever.  Amen. 

(Ind.  of  300  days,  applicable  to  the  souls  in 
Purgatory. — Pius  X,  March  18,  1909.) 


DISCOURSE 


HYMN— HOLY  PATRON 

Holy  patron !  thee  saluting,  here  we 
meet  with  hearts  sincere; 

Blest  Saint  Joseph,  all  uniting,  call  on 
thee  to  hear  our  prayer. 

Chorus 

Happy  Saint,  in  bliss  adoring  Jesus, 
Saviour  of  mankind, 

Hear  thy  children  thee  imploring; 

May  we  thy  protection  find. 

Thou  who  faithfully  attended  Him  whom 
heaven  and  earth  adore ; 

Who  with  pious  care  defended  Mary, 
Virgin  ever  pure.  Chorus. 

May  our  fervent  prayers  ascending  move 
thee  for  our  souls  to  plead; 

May  thy  smile  of  peace  descending  bene¬ 
dictions  on  us  shed.  Chorus. 
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Through  this  life,  O  watch  around  us, 
fill  with  love  our  every  breath, 

And  when  parting  fears  surround  us 
guide  us  through  the  toils  of  death. 

Chorus. 

HYMN 

Hail !  holy  Joseph,  hail ! 

Chaste  spouse  of  Mary,  hail ! 

Pure  as  the  lily  flow’r 
In  Eden's  peaceful  vale. 

Hail!  holy  Joseph,  hail! 

God’s  choice  wert  thou  alone ! 

To  thee  the  Word  made  flesh, 

Was  subject  as  a  son. 

Hail,  holy  Joseph,  hail! 

Prince  of  the  House  of  God ! 

May  His  best  graces  be 
By  thy  sweet  hands  bestow’d. 

BENEDICTION 

OF 

THE  MOST  BLESSED  SACRAMENT 

People:  O  salutaris  Hostia, 

Quae  coeli  pandis  ostium : 
Bella  premunt  hostilia 
Da  robur,  fer  auxilium. 
tl 


People:  2.  Uni  trinoque  Domino 
Sit  sempiterna  gloria: 

Oui  vitam  sine  termino, 

Nobis  donet  in  patria. 

Amen. 

People :  1.  Tantum  ergo  Sacramentum 
Veneremur  cernui, 

Et  antiquum  documentum 
Novo  cedat  ritui ; 

Praestet  fides  supplementum 
Sensuum  defectui. 

People  :  2.  Genitori,  Genitoque 
Eaus  et  jubilatio, 

Salus,  honor,  virtus  quoque 
Sit  et  benedictio : 

Procedenti  ab  utroque 
Compar  sit  laudatio. 

Amen. 


Oremus. 

Priest:  Deus  qui  nobis  sub  Sacramento 
mirabili,  passionis  tuae  memoriam 
reliquisti,  tribue,  quaesumus,  ita  nos 
corporis  et  sanguinis  tui  sacra  mys- 
teria  venerari,  ut  redemptionis  tuae 
fructum  in  nobis  jugiter  sentiamus. 
Qui  vivis  et  regnas  in  saecula  saecu- 
lorum. 

People:  Amen. 
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DIVINE  PRAISES 


Blessed  be  God. 

Blessed  be  His  Holy  Name. 

Blessed  be  Jesus  Christ,  true  God  and 
true  Man. 

Blessed  be  the  Name  of  Jesus. 

Blessed  be  His  Most  Sacred  Heart. 

Blessed  be  Jesus  in  the  most  Holy 
Sacrament  of  the  Altar. 

Blessed  be  the  great  Mother  of  God, 
Mary  Most  Holy. 

Blessed  be  her  Holy  and  Immaculate 
Conception. 

Blessed  be  the  name  of  Mary,  Virgin 
and  Mother. 

Blessed  be  St.  Joseph,  her  most  chaste 
spouse. 

Blessed  be  God,  in  His  Angels  and  in 
His  Saints. 


HOLY  GOD 

Holy  God !  we  praise  Thy  name, 
Lord  of  all!  we  bow  before  Thee; 
All  on  earth  Thy  sceptre  claim, 

All  in  heav’n  above  adore  Thee ; 

||  infinite  Thy  vast  domain, 
Everlasting  is  Thy  reign.  :|| 
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Hark,  the  loud  celestial  hymn, 

Angel  choirs  above  are  raising; 
Cherubini  and  Seraphim, 

In  unceasing  chorus  praising, 

|  :Fill  the  heav’ns  with  sweet  accord; 
Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord.  :|| 

PRAYERS  TO  ST.  JOSEPH 

For  Seven  Special  Graces 
At  the  Hour  of  Death 

I. 

(Priest  and  People)  : 

O  Most  Glorious  St.  Joseph,  in  thy 
pity  obtain  for  me  that  my  death  may 
not  come  upon  me  unawares,  but  that  I 
may  have  time  to  confess  my  sins  sac¬ 
ramentally,  and  to  repent  of  them  with 
a  most  perfect  understanding  and  a  most 
sincere  contrition. 

(Priest)  :  St.  Joseph,  Our  Protector, 
(People)  :  Pray  for  us. 

II. 

(Priest  and  People)  : 

Dearest  St.  Joseph,  in  thy  mercy  ob¬ 
tain  for  me,  that  I  may  be  fortified  with 
the  Holy  Viaticum  for  the  dreadful  pas¬ 
sage  to  eternity,  and  that  I  may  receive 
with  heartfelt  love  this  most  rich  feast 
of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  my  Lord. 
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(Priest)  :  St.  Joseph,  Our  Protector, 
(People)  :  Pray  for  us. 

III. 

(Priest  and  People)  : 

Most  Glorious  Patriarch,  obtain  for 
me  that  I  may  receive  the  Sacrament  of 
Extreme  Unction  before  I  enter  on  my 
last  agony,  and  that  in  receiving  this 
great  Sacrament,  I  may  make  an  act  of 
heartfelt  sorrow  for  having  ever  offended 
my  most  loving  God. 

(Priest)  :  St.  Joseph,  Our  Protector, 
(People)  :  Pray  for  us. 

IV. 

(Priest  and  People)  : 

Most  Glorious  St.  Joseph,  obtain  for 
me,  that  having  received  these  Sacra¬ 
ments,  I  may  have  the  assistance  of  a 
Priest,  to  recall  to  me  the  Passion  of 
Jesus,  and  the  Sorrows  of  Mary;  so  that, 
invoking  their  sweet  Names,  I  may  gain 
the  rich  treasure  of  the  Plenary  Indul¬ 
gence. 

(Priest)  :  St.  Joseph,  Our  Protector, 
(People)  :  Pray  for  us. 

V. 

(Priest  and  People)  : 

Most  Glorious  St.  Joseph  in  thy  char¬ 
ity  obtain  for  me,  that  I  may  be  deliv- 
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ered  at  my  last  hour  from  every  assault 
of  the  enemy  and  from  my  accustomed 
faults,  that  so  I  may  practise  in  very 
truth,  the  acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Love 
of  my  God. 

(Priest)  :  St.  Joseph,  Our  Protector, 
(People)  :  Pray  for  us. 

VI. 

(Priest  and  People)  : 

Most  Glorious  Patriarch,  abandon  me 
not  at  the  moment  when  my  soul  leaves 
its  mortal  body  and  appears  before  its 
Judge.  At  that  awful  hour  be  thou,  most 
beloved  Saint,  my  chief  support  and  stay 
with  thy  most  holy  Spouse,  the  ever- 
blessed  Virgin  Mary. 

(Priest)  :  St.  Joseph,  Our  Protector, 
(People)  :  Pray  for  us. 

VII. 

(Priest  and  People)  : 

Most  Faithful  Protector,  continue  for 
me  thy  powerful  intercession  when  I  am 
bound  in  the  painful  fires  of  Purgatory, 
to  render  justice  to  my  God  for  my  many 
sins. 

(Priest)  :  St.  Joseph,  Our  Protector, 
(People)  :  Pray  for  us. 


